[bookmark: _GoBack]“Articolo 3 – Observatory on discriminations” was born in 2008, within the events coordinated by the Province of Mantua to celebrate January 27th, Holocaust memorial Day.
Articolo 3 has been set up in Mantua by representatives of the Hebrew Community, of the Institute of Contemporary History, of the Institute of Sinti Culture, of Sucar drom association and Arcigay. Persons belonging to these associations symbolically represent the heirs of those people who have been persecuted by the Nazi and Fascist Regime.
Since the very beginning, the association has counted among its members people belonging to several minorities, such as Roma and sinti population, Hebrews, persons with disabilities, exponent of the LGBT community, migrants as well as representative of the major community, with the aim to detect and fight every kind of discrimination and racism.
Articolo 3 is daily carrying out several tasks.
· The association daily monitors the newspapers published in the Lombardy region. A specialized press agency provides the association with a wide range of selected articles (selection is realized by using some relevant key-words) that the internal staff analyses and categories. A weekly newsletter – sent to more than 1500 e-mail addresses – provides the readers with a complete press review, detecting cases of incorrect or incomplete information, discriminatory languages, dissemination of stereotypes or hate speech. In addition, a monthly report is sent to the director of the analyzed newspapers, in order to provide a general overview of correct and incorrect information delivered through the concerned articles. 
· Articolo 3 acts as an instrument of juridical contrast, through its Antidiscrimination Desk that aims at providing support and legal advice to the victims of discriminations; increasing confidence and awareness among minorities about their rights; supporting their activism and direct participation; disseminating among the different sectors of societya correct perception of discriminations, in order to remove them;
· The association is constantly involved in cultural activities since it strongly believes that knowledge dissemination, culture and in-depth information are fundamental in the fight against discriminations. Such task includes, for instance, the organization of seminars and public conventions/conferences, meetings with students and teachers, and the realization of reports and academic articles.

Articolo 3 has been involved in many projects, financed by local, regional and national public authorities as well as by the European Union. 
In particular, Articolo 3 has been one of the major partners that implemented the European Project “In Other Words – Web Observatory and Review for Discrimination alerts and Stereotypes deconstruction”, co-finances by the European Commission - DG Justice.


Through its work, Articolo 3 has gained an effective experience in press monitoring and in supporting persons belonging to minorities, thanks to its Antidiscrimination desk.
The association is involved and has coordinated several cultural activities directed to local population, in cooperation with public institutions, associations. Thanks to the contribution of all those persons involved in the daily activities of Articolo 3 ( international project consultants, project assistants, volunteers), it has gained and important role within the Lombardy region in dealing with anti-discrimination issues. 
